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Achievements and Failures of UNODA in Fighting Gun Violence in Africa
Abstract
Gun violence is a major security issue in Africa and also across the worldglobally. In Africa, then countries most affected by gun violence include South Africa, Nigeria, Chad, the DRC (write out with first use, Equatorial Guinea, and the Central African Republic. Some of the significant causes of gun violence in these countries include the increased number of illegally owned guns, poverty, and unemployment. The UN has identified the problem and has seput up different agencies to deal with the problem. One of the organizations dealing with gun violence in Africa is the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). The primary function of this branch of the United Nations’ branch  is to curb the illegal proliferation of both weapons of mass destruction and conventional weapons. The body is also involved in aiding and facilitating disarmament operations in war-torn regions. Another important role that the body plays is the maintenance and publication of weapons data and the presenting presentation of it to the United Nations Secretariat. The body has five branches, two of which are involved in conventional arms affairs. These two branches are , the Conventional Arms Branch and the Information and Outreach Branch. The Conventional Arms Branch is tasked with preventing the flow of small weapons in war-torn regions, and while the Information and Outreach Branch maintains data on conventional weapons and presents such data to the United Nations Secretariat. In Africa,, the UN Regional Center for Peace and Disarmament coordinates the UNADA’S activities. UNODA is focused on reducing the number of firearms possessed illegally. In Africa, the organization has held workshops to train individuals on how to reduce gun violence through the reduction of weapons. UNODA has worked together with different stakeholders in the process of making Africa a safe place to live. The organization has also laid down strategies on how to prevent the acquisition of firearms by the terrorists. Even though the measure takesworks, UNODA has failed in addressing other significant causes of gun violence like poverty and unemployment: Recent data show that in South Africa is ranked among as one of the countries with the highest number of gun violence cases. 	Comment by editor: write out with first use.
Introduction
Gun violence has been one of the significant causes of deaths in Africa, especially in central African countries and in South Africa. South Africa has been ranked as one of the states with the highest number of gun violence cases in the world; in Africa, it gets theis ranked first rank. It is estimated that 17 in100,000 individuals die because of gun violence in Africa. Similar deaths have been seen in other countries like the Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Chad, Nigeria, Central African Republic, and other central African countries.[footnoteRef:1]. Different factors are leading to increased gun violence in Africa, such as . These factors may include poverty, easy access to firearms, and drug abuse and many more. Dealing with gun violence would mean first dealing with the primary causes: this involves eliminating  of poverty, unemployment, and fighting against drug abuse and setting up strategies to reduce the number of guns owned by the civilians. 	Comment by editor: Do you mean South Africa? [1:  Michael Freshman, “Small Arms in Africa | Africa Renewal Online,” Welcome to the United Nations, last modified 2011, https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2011/small-arms-africa.] 

Gun possession in thesee mentioned African countries is high enough to pose a danger to the citizens in the regions. Most of these guns are unlicensed, and that is another security issue that different responsible organizations need to put take into the account.   In the continent, South Africa is the most heavily armed population; with an estimatedion of 5.4 million civilian hoelding illegal guns. Egypt is ranked as the second with 3.9 million illegally owned firearms. This data estimation was done in the year 2017 by the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), which . UNODA is an organization under the management on United Nations aimed at aims to eliminating eliminate weapons that pose a danger to the planet, including s. These weapons include even the illegally possessed guns. From such  an alarming data, UNODA hasd a responsibility in to reduceing the number of gun violence oin the continent.[footnoteRef:2]. This paper focuses on determining the achievements and failures of UNODAs in reducing gun violence in African countries. [2:  “Information Bulletin [Issue No. 1 | Oct.2018] – UNODA,“ Welcome to the United Nations, last modified October 19, 2018, https://www.un.org/disarmament/2018/10/19/savinglives-issue1] 

Achievements of UNODA in Ssolving Gun Vviolence in Africa
UNODA has taken the responsibility of providing technical support to African states in the process of disarmament and promoting security through capacity building, research, advocacy, training programs, and information sharing. The process has been successful as the organization has managed to work closely with the African Union (AU), intergovernmental organizations, African regional organization, civil society institutions, and research institutions. UNODA, in this case, has worked aiming atto stopping the illegal flow of firearms across the African continent.  Also, the organization has managed  and to create awareness  to the residents on of the issues of disarmament and destruction programs.[footnoteRef:3]. The population has learned that they need to assist UNODA in implementing disarmament and eliminating dangerous weapons as a way of enhancingto enhance peace and security. The public has responded positively in different countries, especially in central African countries like the Central African Republic.: In these countries, the civilians have responded by giving out their weapons to the UN in exchange for basic needs life like food.	Comment by editor: Define. Capacity of what? [3:  “Information Bulletin.”] 

Convincing the public to submit their guns to the authoritiesy is a great step in the fight against terrorism and gun violence. The willingness of the public to submit their weapons shows how UNODA has worked hard in educating the public. Reducing the number of weapons gives the authority government power and opportunities to deal with terrorists.: This is possible since the terrorists would do not easily have access to firearms since the number of guns free forheld by civilians has been reduced. Movement of weapons would thus be reduced as noticed has occurred in some African countries. UNODA’s step in creating awareness is a great achievement since people have come to understand the danger of having illegal weapons in their homes. The strategy used in this case shows how working together with different organization leads to positive outcomes.: This shows an achievement in bringing the different organizations together in the fight against gun violence.
UNODA has also worked together with other UN organizations like the United Nations Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions on security issues affecting Central Africa. In meetings helddone in December 2017 IN in Rwanda and the Congo in June 2017, the two organizations managed to ubringpdate eleven members of the region into arm disarmament and arms control programs. Among the first steps to take in the process of disarmament is to educate the public on the security issues associated with handling illegal firearms. As noted earlier, one of the cauourses of gun violence is the fact that there are a massive number of guns possessed illegally by civilians in Central central and South southern Africa.[footnoteRef:4]. UNODA has realized that there is a need to work together with other organization in a bid to restore peace in Africa,: This seems like an essential step in the process of  reducing gun violence by disarming the civilians. [4:  “Report of the Secretary-General,” United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, no. 18–11506 (July 2018).] 

The meetings in Rwanda and Congo is were a great achievement in the fight against gun violence in the region. Congo is among African countries with high numbers of gun violence cases in Africa. The large number of many guns held by civilians and terrorist groups pose a danger to the citizens in the country and also neighboring Rwanda. The fFight against terrorism and gun violence in these two countries is, therefore,  a great step in improving security in for the whole of the central African region. Security training programs have ensured that disarmament programs are successful and delivering positive results solving the problem of insecurities. Through disarmament, the gun violence is reduced,s and thus the number of deaths and injuries caused by the chaos eventually decreases.[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  “United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa,” United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, 2014.] 

UNODA has also been successful in implementing the Security Council 2178(2014) by working together with the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force. The oOrganization has identified that violent extremism is one of the security issues leading to gun violence, especially in central African countries where rebel groups fight against the government. Therefore, UNODA has taken the responsibility of for sensitizing the states against extremism while laying down strategies of for stopping extremism oin the continent. The countries were guided on trying how to prevent the movement of foreign and national fighter in the country. Stopping their movement will help protect the residentsce from brainwashing as well as maintaining security in the central African region. The project between the two organizations managed to offer technical support in combating violent extremism and stopping the illegal flow of small firearms, especially in Nigeria, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon. The project was funded by the United Nation UN Office of Counter- Terrorism Center and Switzerland. The project showed success by strengthening the region’s judicial system of the region, technical training, and capacity building both at regional and national levels.	Comment by Julia: Resolution?	Comment by Julia: Again, capacity of what?
Violent eExtremism in Africa is a primary cause of violence and ethnic clrashes in most central African countries. ANODA UNODA’s step in the fight against the security issue is a great achievement in improving the livelihood of African people. As seen in the previous paragraph UNODA has shown success in educating the public against violence lead by false incitement of the public by greedy individuals. Most of vViolent extremism often leads to the formation of rebel groups and also causes ethnic crashes clashesamong citizens of a country.[footnoteRef:6]. ANODA UNODA has taken the initiative of in fighting violent extremism in the continent; also, and in the process for controlling the movement of terrorists in the countries. ANODA UNODA’s success in working with the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force is a great achievement of by the UN since security has increased in countries like Nigeria, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon: . This has happened through curbing the flow of firearms in the countries. [6:  Jakkie Cilliers, “Violent Islamist Extremism and Terror in Africa,“ SSRN Electronic Journal, 2015, xx, doi:10.2139/ssrn.2690116] 

Through workshops, the organization has also been able to create raise awareness ofn the International Arms Control and the best practices of for protecting the countries against illegal entry of firearms into the nation. Losing : By control ofling the flow of firearms, local and foreign terrorists cwould not acquire the weapons and were,  thus, weakening themed. Two workshops have been carried out. in Ddepending on the language barrier in the region that is French or English,. 25 twenty-five officials and from Chad, Niger, and Cameroon met in N’Djamena on 6 and 7 November 6 and 7, 2017 for their workshop, while and 18 eighteen civilians and military officers from Nigeria met in Abuja on 8 and 9, November 8 and 9, 2017.   The activity was a success since it involved participants responsible with for issues to do with defense, justice, foreign and local affairs, customs and immigration, and finally the organization of armed forces. The workshop was aimed at providing skills to the participants forin the process of improving security in the region such as . One of the ways of improving the safety of the population was by preventing the illegal trafficking of small firearms and their ammunition in Africa. UNODA is still focusing on conducting a similar workshop to improve and fund training centers.[footnoteRef:7].	Comment by Julia: Is this an organization? [7:  “Report of the Secretary-General.” ] 

Workshops involving Chad, Niger, Cameroon, and Nigeria are significant steps in fighting the spread of guns in the region. UNODA has showedn determinations in the activity as inwhen in 2017 it divideding the country according to the language used which showed their concern on with the problem of dialect. In the fight against gGun violence, there is always a need to involve the security departments in the affected regions. UNODA has shown achievements in strengthening security in these four mentioned countries by providing the necessary skills needed in for fighting against the increase ind firearms among the civilians. Without the necessary skills, security officers and departments would not be able to fight gun violence in the continent. Therefore, this is a great achievement by ANODA in the fight against gun violence.
The organization has also been able to reach the youths in Africa in a bid to promote peace and security, as noted in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The: Department of Economic and Social Affairs funded the project, including . The project involved two workshops, one in Lomé and the other one in Ouagadougou, both of which took place in March 2018.   The participants included political parties, faith-based organizations, 25 twenty-five youth groups, and a national youth council, totaling: All of these individuals adding up to  a hundred people. The workshop aimed to sensitize the youth ton the benefits of promoting peace and harmony and the strategies they could follow to achieve the same. During the training, the participants also gained skills in disarmament, promoting peace, and preventing the proliferation of illegal firearms into the countries.[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Information Bulletin”] 

The fight against terrorism and gun violence may not be successful without involving the youths in the activity. UNODA’s step in conducting workshops in a bid to control gun violence is a great achievement in enhancing peace oin the African continent. Providing support to young people would helps ensure that they deliver the best as far as peace and harmony are concerned. UNODA has shown achievements in bringing different stakeholders together and sensitizing them on the need for disarmament in the regions.[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Gerald-Mark Breen and Jonathan Matusitz, “Preventing Youths from Joining Gangs: How to Apply Inoculation Theory,“ Journal of Applied Security Research 4, no. 1-2 (2008)] 

UNODA has taken the responsibility of for fostering active firearms and ammunition management. In conjunction with the disarmament Disarmament affair Affair department Department and peacekeeping Peacekeeping departmentDepartment, UNODAs has been able to help in gun and ammunition management in different regions of the African continent.   From In different workshops, the organization has been able to train an individuals on various arms and their disarmament strategies. UNODA has taken on the responsibility of ensuring that every individual involved in providing security gets the necessary knowledge needed to reduce the number of guns from held by the public.[footnoteRef:10]. It is clear that creating peace and engaging with different stakeholders is the best first step to make inn the process of reducing African gun violence in the continent. Managing firearms ensures that there is a control in the way the weapons enters and flows within the country. Keeping the track ofn the flow of the weapons helps block the terrorists from getting access to the firearms.: It also helps also reduce the chances of irresponsible civilians from getting the deadly weapons. Through these steps, UNODA has, therefore,  been able to reduce gun violence in central Africa: . This has happened through training, peacekeeping, and fostering the disarmament process. Through UNODA, the governments, especially in central Africa, can defeat the terrorists responsible for the violence witnessed in the past.[footnoteRef:11].	Comment by Julia: These are their full and formal names? [10:  “Information Bulletin.”]  [11:  “Report of the Secretary-General.”] 

Failures of UNODAs in Reducing Gun Violence in Africa
Although the UN’s successful steps taken by the United Nations is are fighting gun violence in Africa, there are still different sectors that have been left out and still needs special attention. As learned earlierdiscussed, gun violence is caused by various factors that if not handled one at a time the will leave the fight against gun violence will remain to be a problem in many countries.   Failure toin stopping gun violence in Africa is an indication that the UN has to put in more effort, develop new strategies, and engage more with the responsible stakeholders who cwould help in eliminating the problem step by step. Some of the failures of UN in fighting Gun violence will be seen in the discussion below.
One of the failures of the UN in fighting gGun violence is that South Africa is among the first ranked countries in the number of gun violence cases. Research shows that between 18 eighteen and twenty-one21 individuals in South Africa die of gun violence each day.   This is an indication that the UN has not set effective strategies in fighting against the security issue in South Africa. These forms of death range from gunfights between gangs, domestic violence, conflicts in clubs, and robbery with violence.[footnoteRef:12].   The residents of different cities in South Africa are at high risk of falling into gun violence and suffering severe injuries if it’s not dying. Therefore, UN departments involved in stopping gun violence haves failed to put upenact the necessary measures to protect South African citizens against gun violence: At this point, they have failed to stop domestic violence and gangs from compromising security in the area. [12:  “Between 18 and 21 South Africans Per Day Killed by Guns,” TimesLIVE, last modified October 24, 2017, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2017-10-24-between-18-and-21-south-africans-per-day-killed-by-guns/.] 

The number of guns in held by South African civilians is the number one contributingmain factor to in the high number of gun violence cases. Lack of effective control of the flow of weapons throughout the country is an indication that the UN has failed in protecting the citizens of its member countries.   From the report on UNODA activities ion African cCountries, it is clear that they have concentrated mostly on western and cCentral African countries, leaving out the most aAffected cCountry in Africa. The UN should put more efforts on into South Africa to create changes and improve the security of the citizens; by doing so, UNODA will have madoved a significant step forward in controlling gun violence.[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  “APA Report on Gun Violence Identifies Precursors and Promising Solutions,“ PsycEXTRA Dataset, 2013, xx, doi:10.1037/e647042013-001] 

The next failure noted in fighting against gun violence in Africa is the fact that major terrorist groups in Africa like Boko Haram from Nigeria are still posing a security risk to the people of Nigeria and the surrounding countries.   The Seleka Coalition and Anti- Bbaraka Militias militias are also active in the Central African Republic.   All these rebel groups get access to firearms and other commodities that are needed for their operations: This means that despite the measure laid down to control the flow of weapons in the countries, terrorists are still getting access to the guns and causing violence in the country. These militia groups are known of for creating chaos in the region, which later hurts the economy and the well-being of the population.[footnoteRef:14].   The UN should try the its best to contain all the operations of any rebel group in the an African region. The best strategies should be put into practice,; for instance, such as getting to know the source for the resources used by the terrorists: by doing soso that , the rebel groups will have fewer powers, and thus the society will be safe from any form of violence caused by the terrorists. [14:  Philip Alpers and Marcus Wilson, “Guns in Central Africa: Firearms, Armed Violence and Gun Law,” Gun Law and Policy: Firearms and Armed Violence, Country by Country, last modified 2014, https://www.gunpolicy.org/firearms/region/central-africa] 

Illegal possession of arms is one of the major causes of increased gun violence in Africa. It is a good initiative taken by the UN in the process of reducing the misuse of firearms oin the continent. The steps taken as discussed in the paper to reduce the number of weapons fromin the civilians’ hands could cannot work if the cause is not identified and dealt with accordingly. UNODA has therefore shown a failure in solving the problem of gun handling by not first identifying all the main reasons for having guns in the first place. For instance in South Africa, many youths are in possession of illegal guns to use in robbery.: The young people have entered into violence because of poverty and unemployment.[footnoteRef:15]. The United NationUN has failed to work together with the government and the youths in a bid to create employment for the youths. 	Comment by editor: What is? [15:  Freshman.] 

Poverty and uUnemployment should be the first problems that the  UN, governments, and non-governmental organizations should solve as a way of controlling the flow of guns in the country. Severe measures on educating the youths on the importance of promoting peace and security should also be incorporated into UN programs for youths overall all over Africa.[footnoteRef:16]. Through such actions, young people will have the will to hand over the guns to the government,; therefore, by promoting peace and security. Therefore, UNODAs has lots ofmany responsibilities in the process of controlling the flow and possession of illegal guns among civilians. In a short statement, we can conclude that UNODA has failed in eliminating poverty and unemployment as a way of reducing gun violence in African countries especially South Africa. [16:  Jacklyn Cock, “Fixing Our Sights: a Sociological Perspective on Gun Violence in Contemporary South Africa,“ Taylor & Francis, last modified 19, 2012, doi:10.1080/10289852.1997.10520131] 

The UN has also not been able to control gun violence through controlling drug and alcohol abuse. One of the significant causes of drug abuse in South Africa is drug abuse and alcoholism. There is a good number of Many individuals who have suffered as a result of from gun confrontations in clubs and the in residential areas just because the perpetrator was in under the influence of substances. Gun policies and licensing could cannot entirely solve the problem of gun violence if the individuals handling the firearms are under the influence of alcohol and drugs.[footnoteRef:17]. It could be hard for such individuals to make the right decisions in case of a during conflicts. The UN has therefore failed in controlling drug trafficking in most places onf the African continent,; especially in South Africa where the civilians are at high risks of gun violence cases. There should be a useful measure to take to educate the civilians on the dangers of drug abuse. BesidesAlso, guns should not be licensed to individuals with a history of drug and substance abuse. [17:  Cock.] 

Conclusion
From the paper, it is clear Clearly that the United Nations through the UNODAUnited Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs has achieved a lot much in the fight against gun violence, especially in Central central and West west African countries. It is evident that the rate of deaths and injuries as a result of gun violence is alarming and needs particular intervention. UNODA has shown some concerns regarding gun violence cases on the continent and laid out strategies to stop gun violence, especially in central Africa.   UNODA has provided technical support to African states affected by gun violence. The beneficiariescially of most of the activities of UNODA includes Nigeria, Chad, Niger, and Cameroon. Different workshops have been carried out in the west and central African countries all of which aimed at improving security and controlling the flow of firearms across the continent. Control of the spread of guns would block the terrorists from acquiring the weapons.: It also prevents the civilians from illegally possessing firearms and their ammunition. Through a partnership with the different organizations, UNODA has delivered skills training to fight terrorism and gun violence.   Despite the steps taken in the fight against gun violenceHowever, the UN has failed in different sectorsareas.: South Africa is among the first top-ranked countries as in far as gun violence is concerned. UNODA has failed in solving the problem by not addressing the primary causes which is of poverty and unemployment. Rebel groups like Boko Haram are still powerful, and the civilians are always at risk of attacks. UNODA needs to identify the causes of gun violence and deal with them accordingly.
The UNODA’s policy of gun disarmament has not achieved substantive success in South Sudan and Nigeria due to the communities’ non-involvement. Opposing rebel groups in groups continue to thrive and fuel civil conflicts in South Sudan as the communities involved are not involved in disarmament procedures. Rival communities community ’militias continue to use and distribute illegal guns and other light weapons such as grenades and earth mines despite the efforts of UNODA to stop weapons proliferation. The body should formulate a community-based disarmament procedure by working with the South Sudan government and the rival communities’ leaders. Such cooperation should be maintained from the policy formulation stage and up to the implementation stages to make each community feel safe during the disarmament.   
In South Africa, tThe body’s failure may be attributed to its failure to incorporate the emerging trends in gun ownership laws enforced in South Africa. The failure to develop and maintain a reliable database of gun ownership and the black market gun markets make UNODA’s responsibilities goals hard to achieve. The body relies on data provided by the government and non-governmental organizations to develop  thea disarmament framework which that has not succeeded in eliminating gun violence deaths and the frequency of the use of guns to commit crimes in the country. Even though the number of deaths has significantly reduced over the past six years, UNODA should endeavor to continue to reduce the number of illegal firearms by fostering the government’s disarmament campaign. 
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